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Don’t let holidays 
get too stressful
Health, 1C

Christmas lights 
brighten neighborhoods 
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Sunny and mild 
today, cold tonight

Mostly sunny today with 
highs in the lower 60s. North 
winds 5 to 10 mph. Tonight 
will be partly cloudy with 
lows in the upper 30s inland 
and lower 40s coast. North-
east winds 5 mph. Tides and 
fi ve-day forecast, 12A

Take in historical 
show at the library

“Heroes of the American 
Revolution,” which will 
feature performers portraying 
historical fi gures, will begin 
at 2 p.m. today in the chil-
dren’s room of the Brunswick 
Library, 208 Gloucester St., 
Brunswick. Adults welcome, 
too. Free. Details: 267-1212.

Woman still holds 
spark for acting

You can bet Lulu Spain 
will be one of the fi rst to see 
the musical “Nine” when it 
hits theaters on Christmas 
Day. After all, this produc-
tion holds a special meaning 
to her, because she was in the 
original show on Broadway, 
which opened in 1982 and 
starred Raul Julia. Profi le, 3A

Lulu Spain

Justice must prevail 
in murder case

Prosecutors from the 
District Attorney’s Offi ce, 
Superior Court Judge Stephen 
Scarlett and defense lawyers 
for George Edenfi eld will 
meet to discuss the defen-
dant’s mental status in this 
case at the end of the month. 
Editorial, 6A

Attend concert  
to help arts group
  The Jekyll Island Arts 
Association will hold a 
concert featuring The Three 
of Us at 7:30 p.m. today at 
the Jekyll Island Convention 
Center. Donations will be 
accepted. For details, call 
635-3920.
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Inside The News Digital services
 Read The News online at 

www.TheBrunswickNews.
com as either free access 
or as a digital subscription 
(separate from print) for ex-
panded features. Also online, 
order prints from an open 
access photo gallery, place 
classifi ed ads, search news 
archives and manage your 
subscription.

Sports talk: Listen to the 
sports staff talk about this 
week’s round of college foot-
ball bowl games.

   News: Daily radio-style 
news beginning in the 
mornings Mondays through 
Fridays.

Video and Podcasts at www.The BrunswickNews.com

Available: Review recent 
reports in the video archive 
and return Wednesday for a 
new program on the Brunswick 
News Channel.

 Daily television-style news available at 
1 p.m. Mondays through Fridays and 
in an archive library
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In the next issue
Look for these stories exclusively in The News:

Local: Reporter Ericka Capek will take a 
look back and a look forward with Glynn Coun-
ty’s two new career training centers -- Golden 

Isles Career Academy and Altamaha Technical College.
Sports: Sports Editor Dave Jordan will review the Glynn 

Academy football season.
Life: With high school graduation about fi ve months away, 

reporter Lindsey Adkison will help seniors understand what 
they need to do now to prepare for life after high school.

Bobby Haven/The Brunswick News

Pastor Charles Bryant with O Street Church of God picks up a load of food for the church’s brown 
bag program at America’s Second Harvest warehouse Monday.

Bobby Haven/The Brunswick News

ordan and Beth Burnsed’s house at 292 Wild Herron Drive in Wym-
berly on St. Simons Island.

Candy canes line the sidewalk 
leading to the front door and 
dance in rhythm to music. Lights 
adorn oak and palm trees to 
help illuminate a pathway while 
fl uorescent icicles hang from the 
roof.

This is not the entrance to 
Santa’s workshop. It’s the house 
of Jordan and Beth Burnsed on 
St. Simons Island.

The display of holiday illumi-
nation outside their house at 292 
Wild Herron Drive has been in 
production since last Christmas. 

That’s when Jordan Burnsed 
went shopping for Christmas 
lights so he could get a better 
deal on them.

“It was defi nitely my husband’s 
idea,” Beth Burnsed said. “It’s 
defi nitely something he’s been 
thinking about doing for the 
last several years and we fi nally 
decided to stock up on lights. He 
planned it out last year during 
the Christmas holidays. He put 

a lot of thought into the exact 
placement of each thing. I’ll give 
him all the credit.”

Buying the lights was the easy 
part. Putting them up proved to 
be more of a challenge. 

To wrap the lights around the 
tallest portions of the oak trees, 
Jordan Burnsed employed the 
help of his father and a bucket 
truck to get the job done.

“We both thought we wanted 
to accentuate the landscape of 
the house and really highlight 
the beauty of the oaks and the 
palms in our yard,” Beth Burn-

12 DAYS 
of Christmas Memories

Jekyll Island offi cials are hoping 
that construction of a new conven-
tion center by 2012 will reverse a 
10-year downward spiral in busi-
ness.

In the meantime, they are count-
ing on a continuation of existing 
convention business and events 
like an upcoming bluegrass music 
festival to keep the decline from 
getting any worse.

With 2009 drawing to a close, 
Jekyll Island has had 322 reserva-
tions for functions at its convention 
center and an estimated 98,000 at-
tendees, said Eric Garvey, spokes-
man for the Jekyll Island Author-
ity which operates the state-owned 
island. Of those events, he said 35 
were considered to be major con-
ventions. 

In the past, the island hosted 60 
to 70 big conventions a year. Now, 
with plans for demolition of the 
beachfront center and construction 
of a new facility, the goal is to have 
150 convention center events. 

Compared to 2008, convention 
business is down about 10 percent. 
Convention business has declined 
along with a decline in the number 
of available motel rooms the past 
10 years, Garvey said. Compared 
to peak tourism of 2.1 million visi-
tors a decade ago, Jekyll Island had 
only 1.49 million visitors last year.  

Until a new convention center 
rises as part of a $100 million plan 
to attract new visitors with new 
motels and shops near the ocean-
front, the Jekyll Island Authority 
will rely heavily on the return of 
such traditional groups as the Na-
tional Guard Association of Geor-
gia.

Marshall Kennemer, executive 

director of the association, said the 
group has been going to the island 
for more than 25 years. 

“We use the convention center 
and the hotels,” he said. “We try to 
have the young people bring their 
children. Jekyll is the perfect set-
ting for that. It’s the family part of 
it that keeps us coming back each 
year.”

About 600 people associated 
with the National Guard Associa-
tion of Georgia went to the island 
for fi ve days in June, Kennemer 
said. A new convention center and 
motels should keep the group re-
turning.

“It’s just going to make every-
thing that much better,” he said. 
“That will put the icing on the cake 
and lock us in from now on.”

Several big events are already 
planned to come back to Jekyll 
Island, beginning next week. The 
34th annual New Year’s Bluegrass 
Festival will be held from Dec. 31 
through Jan. 2 at the convention 
center. In addition to the bluegrass 
music, the Jekyll Island Big Band 
will also be playing at the conven-
tion center Dec. 31. 

“We’re hopeful that the festival 
will bring a good crowd this year,” 
Garvey said. “There is a lot of RV 
traffi c, with people parking along 
the beach, and the campground 
fi lls up. This is a key event that 
comes at a time when not much 
else is going on.”

The bluegrass festival usually 
brings in several thousand people. 

Another big event to be held on 
Jekyll will be the 2010 meeting 
of the Georgia Farm Bureau Fed-
eration. Its board of directors voted 
Dec. 18 to return to Jekyll Island, 
using the Jekyll Island Club Hotel 
as its headquarters and the new 
Hampton Inn as co-headquarters. 

In November, the shelves were 
bare at America’s Second Har-
vest food bank in Brunswick. But 
then the holiday spirit settled in 
during December and the outlook 
for helping turned brighter.

“People really started helping 
out,” said Debra Walk, warehouse 
manager at the food bank at 3819 
Whitlock St. “One lady did a food 

drive for her birthday.”
Not only have collections so far 

for December been better than in 
all of November, donations for 
the month so far in Glynn County 
have exceeded all of December a 
year ago, Walk said.

This December, the food bank 
has collected 2,399 pounds of 
food in Glynn County. That is 
695 pounds more than the 1,704 
pounds collected in all of De-
cember 2008 and 17 times the 

140 pounds of December 2007.
Once the 2,399 pounds collect-

ed this December is divided into 
15-pound bags, about 160 needy 
families will have food.

The biggest contributors to the 
food bank’s success this month 
have been individuals and food 
drives organized by small com-
panies, Walk said. 

“You get a little bit here and lit-

Giving unto others

The question of whether or not to arm 
school police offi cers with a Taser stun-
gun device has driven a wedge into the 
Glynn County school board. 

Four board members – Ruby Robinson, 
John Madala, Venus Holmes and Ray 

Snow – have said they are in favor of is-
suing a Taser to every school resource of-
fi cer. 

But at least two members say they see 
more negatives than positives when it comes 
to having a Taser on school grounds.

Board chair Millard Allen said Mon-
day that he is leaning against authorizing 
school police to carry a Taser, in addition 

to the handgun and pepper spray they now 
pack. Member Mike Hulsey said he is not 
in favor of issuing a Taser. 

School resource offi cers told board 
members Dec. 15 during a Safety and 
Discipline Committee meeting that they 
need to be armed with the M-26 Advanced 
Taser to deter fi ghts and help control un-
ruly crowds, especially at sporting events. 

If allowed, all 24 offi cers in elementary, 
middle and high schools would carry the 
weapon. 

Last week, Glynn County Police Chief 
Matt Doering told The News that a Taser 
is not suitable for crowd control, but is 
designed for use against a lone individual 

By LOUIE BROGDON
The Brunswick News

By ERIKA CAPEK
The Brunswick News

By ERIKA CAPEK
The Brunswick News

Board divided on Taser use
Offi cials receiving input on arming school police with device

Businesses, individuals 
restock Second Harvest
Food bank receives more donations than last year

By BUDDY HUGHES
The Brunswick News

Family gets kick out of lights      

Please see LIGHTS, 5A

Please see STOCK, 5A

Please see TASER, 5A

Jekyll banks 
on big events
Plan aims to reverse drop in visitors
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FAST NEWS
Plea of ‘not guilty’ 
entered in case

Robert Crowe, the Bruns-
wick attorney for 17-year-old 
Katillius Middlebrooks Jr., 
entered a plea of not guilty for 
his client during a prearraign-
ment proceeding Friday.

Middlebrooks is one of the 
males accused of the armed 
robbery and murder of Javier 
Robledo, 31, on Aug 21.

Robledo was shot in the 
head and killed on Bishop 
Street after what police say 
was reportedly a drug deal 
gone bad.

Middlebrooks faces one 
charge of murder, two counts 
of felony murder, one count of 
conspiracy to commit robbery, 
one count of armed robbery 
and one count of possession of 
a fi rearm during the commis-
sion of a crime.

Deanthony Davis, the co-de-
fendant in the case, has been 
scheduled on the arraignment 
calendar and is expected to 
also enter a not guilty plea. 

Davis is being represented 
by Bart Altman, a criminal 
law attorney with an offi ce in 
Brunswick.

Medicare information 
will be accessible

The Georgia Department 
of Community Health’s Of-
fi ce of Health Information 
Technology and Transparency 
is developing a statewide 
electronic record for Medicaid 
recipients and the thousands 
of physicians who serve them.

The initiative is called 
Georgia Health-e Connect.

It will put information on 
the medical background of 
patients at the fi ngertips of 
doctors.

“Georgia is leading the na-
tion to transform and improve 
health care effi ciency and 
quality through the creation 
of a secure health informa-
tion exchange system,” said 
Department of Community 
Health Commissioner Dr. 
Rhonda Medows. 

“Georgia Health-e Connect 
provides Georgia Medicaid 
recipients with the best oppor-
tunity to receive optimal care 
and services for the greatest 
health outcomes.”

The information will be 
accessible to the more than 
10,000 physicians who serve 
the 1.5 million Georgians who 
are in the program.

The initiative will be imple-
mented in phases over the next 
several years.

GAS BUDDY

Cheapest reported price 
in the Golden Isles

at press time.
Go to thebrunswicknews.com 

for the latest prices.

$3.74$2.33

CRIMEScene

Among reports fi led with 
Brunswick and Glynn County 
police:

Problem with persons
• 1000 block of Mansfi eld 

Street, Brunswick: Police re-
sponded Wednesday to a report 
of a fi ght at Glynn Academy. Po-
lice met with the victim and she 
told them the offender had been 
text messaging her and tell-
ing her to meet outside for the 
fi ght. She said she was already 
outside and the offender walked 
up and tried to punch her. She 
stated she punched the offender 
in the face in self defense. The 
offender fl ed the scene before 
police arrived.

Theft
• 3900 block of Habersham 

Street, Brunswick: Complain-
ant reported Wednesday some-
one broke into the cafeteria of 
the school and removed a com-
puter. The suspect reportedly 
gained access to the cafeteria by 
breaking the glass out of a win-
dow. The computer was valued 
at $1,000.

• 2000 block of Norwich 
Street, Brunswick: Com-
plainant reported Wednesday 
someone stole his vehicle. He 
told police he ran out of gas and 
parked the vehicle in the parking 
lot of a store a few days ago. He 
said the car had been missing 
for a few days. The police asked 
the man while he waited several 
days to report the missing car 
and he thought it had been 
towed. He called local towing 
services and they said the car 
was not towed. The store also 
said they had not had the car 
towed. The value of the vehicle 
was not listed in this report.

• 2700 block of Glynn 
Avenue, Brunswick: Complain-
ant reported Thursday someone 
broke the window out of her car 
and removed her wallet. She 
said she was parked under a 
security light and her wallet was 
not in plain view. She said it was 
stuffed between the passenger 
and driver seats. She said the 
wallet contained money. The 
total value of the items taken 
was $225. The damaged to the 
vehicle was estimated at $400.

• 200 block of Redfern 
Village, St. Simons: Complaint 
reported Dec. 11 someone 
broke the window out of her car 
and removed her purse. She 
said the purse contained her pre-
scription sunglasses, her wallet, 
her key ring and various credit 
and identifi cation cards. After 
the cards were reported stolen, 
they were used at several differ-
ent locations. The total value of 
the items stolen was $766. The 
total damage was estimated at 
$150.

-Louie Brogdon
The Brunswick News

Targeted tax increases, Medi-
care cuts and a formula that leaves 
millions of Americans out in the 
cold are enough to convince Geor-
gia’s two Republican senators that 
health care reform as proposed by 
Democrats is not in the best inter-
est of the Peach State or the rest of 
the nation, they say.

Sens. Johnny Isakson and Saxby 
Chambliss say the package pushed 
by Democrats in the U.S. Senate 
costs too much for what it does and 
they are against it in every way.

Both plan to vote against the 
2,733-page bill.

Isakson said the measure will 
cost the nation an estimated $2.5 
trillion over 10 years, once it is 
fully implemented in 2014.

 “Democrats cannot hide the 
fact that when you’re raising the 
type of revenues in this bill, that 
money is ultimately going to be 
paid by the consumer,” Isakson 
said. “Any time government raises 
taxes it raises the cost of living for 
the American people.

“It’s a ruse and a masking of the 
actual fi scal effect on the United 
States of America. This has not 
been a thoughtful process, and it 
is an unfortunate way to do busi-
ness.”

Among other things, the bill 
calls for $518.5 billion in tax in-
creases and upwards of $470 bil-
lion in Medicare cuts, he said. 
That includes $120 billion in re-
ductions to Medicare Advantage, 
a Medicare option.

Isakson said he is opposed to 
creating new programs with the 
Medicare “savings” rather than 
making a commitment to preserve 
and improve Medicare and prevent 
its bankruptcy, which will happen 
by 2017 without the intervention 
of Congress.

“We’re going to take $470 bil-
lion from Medicare and we are 
going to put it in a plan to pay for 
somebody else’s health care,” Isak-
son said. “That’s patently wrong.”

Both Isakson and Chambliss 
accuse the Senate leadership of 
making backroom deals to get the 
60 votes they need to pass reform 
before they break for Christmas. 

Isakson even accused Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-

Nev., of exempting the state of Sen. 
Ben Nelson, D-Neb., from having 
to contribute to what he says will 
be billions of dollars in unfunded 
mandates necessary to cover the 
cost of the proposed expansion of 
Medicaid. He said a provision has 
been inserted in the bill that would 
exempt Nebraska from the man-
date, which would save its taxpay-
ers tens of millions of dollars.

Chambliss railed against the bill 
on the Senate fl oor.

“Federal taxes will increase by 
almost $26 billion under the … 
package,” said Chambliss. “Still, 
under the Reid amendment, there 
will be 23 million Americans left 
uninsured.”

As proposed, the Community 
Living and Assistance Services 
and Supports Act, or CLASS Act, 
will throw the nation deeper into 
debt, he said.

“The CLASS Act is a new 
Medicare – a new health care en-
titlement program that has been 
included in this bill,” Chambliss 
said. “The Congressional Budget 
Offi ce recognizes that when these 
benefi ts start paying out, this is 
going to blow the budget. How 
anyone can say with a straight face 
that we are going to reduce the 
defi cit by passing this legislation is 
beyond me.”

Chambliss, describing himself 
as pro-life, also is distressed by the 
about-face the federal government 
would be taking on abortion if the 
measure is passed.

“The law of the land for well 
over 30 years has stated that no 
federal funds should be used to 
fund abortions,” Chambliss said. 
“We should not compromise on 
the sanctity of life.

“We’ve reached a new day in this 
body. There have been deals cut 
behind closed doors that are going 
to provide benefi ts for individual 
senators and their states, whether 
it’s Vermont, Nebraska, or Florida.  
That’s going to require those of us 
who didn’t have the opportunity to 
participate in discussions and ne-
gotiations on this bill to represent 
citizens who are going to have to 
pay more for services that select 
states are going to receive. There’s 
nothing right about that.” 

• The Senate health care bill 
faces another test vote, 7A
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Joe Rooker with Eastern Excavating Company uses an excavator 
to clear land on the College of Coastal Georgia campus for the 
construction of the new health and science building. Ground was 
broken in August for the building, which will be the fi rst academic 
building constructed on the campus in 30 years. 

CLEAR THE WAY

By DORIE TURNER
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The Savannah 
College of Art and Design will 
open a campus in Hong Kong 
where students can major in ev-
erything from animation to ad-
vertising.

The private school, which al-
ready has campuses in Savannah 
and Atlanta and an international 
campus in Lacoste, France, will 
offer 14 degree programs at the 
new Chinese location starting 
in the fall of 2010, said Pamela 
Rhame, senior vice president for 
admissions and communications.

“We’ve just jumped into this 
wholeheartedly,” Rhame said in 
a recent telephone interview. “We 

know this will be something very 
exciting for students.”

The student body will include 
local residents, as well as students 
wanting to study abroad, Rhame 
said. And the faculty will be a 
mix of professors from the area 
and instructors from SCAD’s 
campuses in the United States, 
she said.

The college has long had ties 
with Asia through work with in-
teractive toy maker Vtech, based 
in Hong Kong, and a healthy 
number of international students 
from that area, Rhame said. But 
recently, administrators were 
contacted by Hong Kong de-
velopers looking for advice on 
renovating historic properties in 
urban areas.

Savannah college plans 
to open campus overseas

Senators: Health 
bill costs too much
The Brunswick News

Two for the price of one. Buy 
three and get three free. Up to 70 
percent off.

Consumers who are staying 
home this Christmas can’t blame 
the stores. They’re doing some re-
ally fancy footwork, offering ev-
ery kind of discount imaginable 
to get shoppers to browse their 
aisles for that special gift for that 
special someone.

“The retailers are doing every-
thing they can, using every inno-
vation they can, to get consumers 
in the store,” said Woody Wood-
side, president of the Brunswick-
Golden Isles Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Woodside said it is important, 
if not critical, for stores to have 
a healthy shopping season. What 
they take in during the gift-buying 
season will go a long way in get-
ting them through slower times.

“This is the time of year they 
count on,” Woodside said. “You’ll 
hear a lot of them say it will make 
or break them.”

Put all that together, coupled 
with an economy that is hog-ty-
ing some and intimidating oth-
ers, and you have what those who 
have been out to shopping malls 
already know.

“It’s the year of the deal,” 
Woodside said.

Almost every business is offer-
ing a little or a big something to 
draw spenders. This past week-
end, businesses at the Outlets 
Mall in Darien were handing out 
coupons to passersby. One store 
offered scratch-off coupons that 
worked basically the same way 
lottery scratch-off tickets worked, 
only the number revealed a dis-
count, not a cash prize.

Glynn Place Mall in Brunswick 
doesn’t have scratch-offs, but it 
has sales that are good enough 
to put a smile on the face of the 

Grinch himself. Many start at 10 
percent and soar all the way to 70 
percent.

And it’s working, drawing 
shoppers locally and from Brant-
ley, Camden, McIntosh, Ware and 
Wayne counties. It’s the time of 
year when fi nding a parking place 
close to one of the main entrances 
of the mall requires patience and 
good hunting.

Jim Kramer, general manager of 
Glynn Place Mall, has done more 
than manage the mall this Christ-
mas shopping season. Count him 
also among the shoppers enticed 
by attractive deals.

“Some of the prices in electron-
ics are better than even I antici-
pated,” he said. “In fact, I bought 
a big screen TV. When I saw the 
price I jumped on it.

“The deals are by far better. 
That’s the effort by retailers to 
stimulate sales.”

Kramer said the sales are ac-
complishing exactly what they set 

out to achieve.
“(Stores) are making their num-

bers from last year and in some 
cases exceeding them,” Kramer 
said. “That’s making them hap-
py.” 

With all the sales, dollars have 
more buying power this year, he 
said.

“We fi gured it out,” Kramer 
said. “You will spend $100 on the 
same amount of goods that you 
spent $130.12 on last year.” 

Procrastinators will be glad to 
know that a number of the larger 
stores and chains are opening 
earlier and closing later between 
now and Thursday, Christmas 
Eve. Belk will remain open until 
midnight Wednesday.

“When the dust settles, I think 
we’re going to be looking at a 1 to 
3 percent increase over the same 
period last year, and we’ll be 
pleased with that,” Kramer said. 
“We didn’t want to run a decrease 
and we didn’t feel we would.”

Retailers keep up the incentives
By HANK ROWLAND
The Brunswick News

Computer 
taken from 
school

554-1273
securityalertmax.com
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